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New Buckenham Parish News 

September 2025 

 

Diana Gee 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Diana Gee, our 

much-loved Mum, Nan, and friend. Diana passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday 12th August, with her family at her side, at St Mary's 
residential care home, New Buckenham. 

She will be dearly missed by all who knew her.  

A service of thanksgiving for her life will be held at Greenacres 
Memorial Park, Colney Wood, Watton Road, Norwich, NR4 7TY on 
Thursday 4th September at 1pm. Afterwards, refreshments will be 

served in the Kings Head, New Buckenham from 2.30pm. All who 
knew Diana are warmly invited to attend. 

We would like to thank everyone for their kind words, support, and 
prayers at this time. 

Adam, Barbara & family 

 

 

 

Sponsor the Parish News 
If you would be interested in sponsoring an issue of Parish News or 

advertising in the magazine, please contact Mary Dowson on 01953 
860320 or email mdowson@btinternet.com. 

Parish News Committee 



New Buckenham Parish News 4 September 2025 

 New Buckenham Parish Council 
The Parish Council held an Extraordinary meeting on 12th August to 
discuss traffic and parking issues in the village. The meeting was very 

well attended with a packed room, and the local Highway Officer 
Luke Denny attended to hear the village views on these issues. The 
police were invited but unfortunately were unable to attend. 

Issued raised and discussed included: 

 

• Speeding: with particular concerns about Church St and 

Chapel St. The Speedwatch group raised concerns about 
speeding vehicles approaching the play area at often well above 
the speed limit. The Chair explained that the PC has already 
discussed this issue and were in contact with Highways to 

change the current flashing speed sign with one that displays 
actual vehicle speeds, it wis thought this would help encourage 
drivers to slow down. The PC is also considering installation of 
a Play Area warning sign to be erected. 

• Parking: With this particularly causing problems where parking 

on both sides of a road prevents emergency vehicles from 
passing This is a particular problem on Queen St outside St 

Mary’s. Parking is also a problem on Church St when the Village 
Hall car park is full and parking overflows to Church St. It was 

acknowledged that car numbers have increased in recent times 
and this is causing problems of finding space to park. 

Parking very close to street corners causes problems with 
visibility being obstructed, particular areas of concern at the 
junction of Rosemary Lane and Chapel St, the Chapel St/Church 
St corner, and the village pump bend on Chapel St. 

 

The Parish Council and Luke Denny found the discussion very helpful 
and informative and we will be taking this forward with Highways to 

consider any further options for controlling speeds, parking etc.  

Luke did explain that painting double yellow lines was a complicated 
and expensive process due to the legal orders that have to be put in 
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place, and that there are few resources to enforce parking 
restrictions. What was particularly evident from the meeting was that 
whilst parking will always be an issue due to the nature of the historic 
village some improvements can be made with considerate parking and 

awareness of the impact of speeding in the confines of the narrow 
village roads.  

The police advise not parking within 10m of a corner to ensure 
visibility is not obstructed. On particularly narrow sections of road, 

such as outside St Mary’s, drivers should not park where the road will 
be narrowed to a point emergency vehicles are unable to pass.  It was 

also suggested that residents encourage visitors to park on less busy 
roads, and at the play area car park – even if this results in having to 

walk further. Similarly visitors to the Kings Head should be 
encouraged to park further away from the pub and not block the 
roads close by. 

There will be no Parish Council meeting in September, the next 

meeting will be on the 14th October at 7:30pm at the Village Hall. All 
are welcome and will have the opportunity to raise any matters of 
concern. 

Andrew Bingham 

Chair – New Buckenham Parish Council 
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New Buckenham Junior Football 
Club 
At the start of a new season, we welcome a new team, some new 

coaches and players old and new, all hoping to replicate the success of 
last season which was awesome. 

Success brings extra costs and we are very grateful for a donation of 
£250 from the Village Recycling Scheme which Tony Lister and, before 

him, Keith Mace have dedicated huge amounts of their time to over the 
years. Thank you so much, Tony, your contribution will really help us 

with the costs of running the Club. We are also very grateful to 
Banham Parish Council who have donated £150 to support us, 

recognising the number of youngsters from Banham who play their 
football in New Buckenham. 

It is great that the Club has support from within the village and from 
outside the village. We had some fantastic matches last season and saw 

the youngsters develop their footballing skills, as well as the many 
other skills which are enhanced by belonging to a team. If you have a 
spare hour on a Saturday or Sunday morning, do come to the Village 
Hall and support the teams – everyone would be delighted to see you. 

Karen Hobley  
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New Buckenham Parish Council 

Community Grant Scheme 
The Parish Council Community Grant Scheme awards grants to be 

used in (or by) the community of New Buckenham. The Fund is 
managed by the Community Project Fund Group which comprises of 
3 Parish Councillors and 2 Parishioners. They assess applications and 
make recommendations to the Parish Council, who are responsible 

for the final decision on awarding grants. 

At our July Parish Council meeting, it was agreed that we would like 

one more parishioner to join the group. If you would be interested in 
this role, please contact me to express your interest by the closing 

date of September 15th 2025. 

Further information about the Scheme can be found on the New 
Buckenham Parish Council website or by contacting me using the 
details below. 

Karen Hobley 

karenhobley@hotmail.com / 01953 860529 

 

 

 

Good Companions 
At the meeting held on 21st August members played bingo. 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 18th September at 2:30pm in 
the Village Hall. 

All new members will be made very welcome. For more information, 

please contact me on 01953 860467 or Diana Cole on 01953 860636. 

Christine Wilby 
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News from the Pews 
coffeemates!: The August coffeemates! was raising funds for Vision 
Norfolk, which we thought an appropriate tribute in memory of 

Rosemary Winser. It was a very busy morning and thank you to 
everyone who attended and gave so generously. We were delighted 
that, with Gift Aid added, we were able to send a donation of 
£276.62! It is a tremendous sum, so thank you all. 

We look forward to seeing you on Saturday 13th September, for our 

penultimate coffee morning of the season. This month we will be 
raising funds for St Martin’s fabric and utilities. With the increase in 

utilities, it now costs £50.12 a day to keep the Church going!  

Saturday 11th October will be our last coffeemates! this year, before 

the Church gets too cold. As it is harvest festival we always fundraise 
for an agricultural charity and have again chosen YANA. We do hope 
you will come along to support this much needed charity. 

Heartfelt Thanks: We are immensely grateful to Carolyn Hupton 

who has very kindly donated David’s piano to the Church. It will be a 
huge asset to the choir for rehearsals (and indeed, anyone else who 
wishes to hold a concert in the Church and needs a piano) and they 
are as delighted as we are. Thank you so much, Carolyn! 

We should also like to thank the Parish Council! We recently applied 
to their Community Fund for a new portable wheelchair ramp, to 
replace the aging one. We were very pleased to have been awarded 
funds to buy a new, much more robust and easy to use ramp. It can 

be used for wheelchairs (including electric ones), walking frames and 
prams, and came into it’s own a few days after we took delivery, 

when it was used for the August coffeemates! 

Peace Vigil: You may remember that in December 2023 we held a 

contemplative peace vigil, when everyone was invited to come and 
light a candle as a symbol of peace. It is shocking to think that two 

years ago we were striving for peace for Israel-Gaza, Ukraine and the 
32 other conflicts across the world: yet here we are, two years on, 
and the wars in Gaza and the Ukraine continue and there are now 37 

other conflicts. We therefore thought it an appropriate time to hold 
another Vigil. 
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St Martin’s Services: September 2025 

Sun 7th 10am Benefice Service at St Andrew’s, Quidenham  

Sun 14th 4.30pm Choral Evensong Holy Cross Day 

Sun 21st 11am Morning Prayer 
Matthew Apostle & 

Evangelist 

Sun 24th 11am 

Holy Communion & 
Benefice Service at St 

Martin’s, with a visit by 
the Archdeacon Steven 

15th Sunday after 
Trinity 

For more information about services, contact: 

Priest in Charge: Revd Sarah Walsh (01953 571549) 

World Peace Day is on 21st September, but we are unable to 
organise something for that day, so the Vigil will be held the following 
day, on Monday 22nd September, from 6pm to 8pm. We hope that 
you will join us. 

Bats in our Belfry Update: Last month Janet Trewin wrote about 
the survey she had carried out this year and we have now updated the 
folder in the Church with all the details – you can find the blue folder 
on the table just inside the door, on the right-hand side. It is also 

interesting that whilst we wondered if people would actually read the 
information, they clearly are, as the folder seems to move around 

(unless the bats are reading about themselves and rearranging its 
position)! Do read it – the results are fascinating. 

Contact details: Revd. Sarah Walsh is always happy to visit or chat. 
You can contact her on 01953 571549 or 07809 430967. 

For any other queries do contact me. 

Louise Casson (Churchwarden) 

01953 860191 
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200 Club Lucky Winners 
Thank you for your continued support of the Village Hall. Here are 

the lucky winners for the latest draw.  

£20 Dominic Lowden, Jenny Devaux, Steve Cullum 

£10 
Ed Dowling, Peter Hodges, Garry Buckle, Su Taylor, 

Margery Womack, Oliver Pearson 

 

Parish News  

As well as the print version, Parish News is also available digitally. So, if 
you would like to receive a electronic copy of Parish News by email in 
PDF format as well as a paper copy please fill in a subscription form at: 
http://eepurl.com/dhB-1P.  

You can also find an online archive of past issues of Parish News at: http://
www.newbuckenham.net.  

Older issues of Parish News dating from the 1970s can be found on the 
New Buckenham Archive website:  

http:/www.newbuckenhamarchive.co.uk/parish%20news.htm  

Parish News Committee  
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  New Buckenham Parish Council 

Chair:  Andrew Bingham (01953 861150 / 
cllr.andrew.bingham@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk) 

Vice-Chair:  Paul Martin (01953 861117 / 
cllr.paul.martin@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk) 

Councillors:  Don Crossman (01953 861246) 

 Mary Dowson (01953 860320) 

 Steve Highton (01953 860000) 

 Karen Hobley (01953 860529) 

 Mary Manning (01953 861242) 

Clerk:  Angela Thornton (01953 887830 / 

parish.clerk@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk) 

The Parish Council meets at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of every 

month at the Village Hall. Further information can be found on our notice 

board on the Village Green or www.newbuckenhampc.info. 
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Appleyard Hair 
 

 

Mon–Fri: 9:30am–5pm 
Sat: 9am–3:30pm 

 

Late nights available by 
appointment only 

 

 

01953 887067 
Unit 9, The Appleyard,  

Banham, NR16 2HE 
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St Mary’s Residential Care Home 
Market Place, New Buckenham, Norfolk, NR16 2AN 

Tel: 01953 860 956 / Email: manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 

 

A home from home, at St Mary’s, we offer 24-hour person-centered care 

within safe, warm and friendly surroundings with an emphasis on providing 

a high quality of life. 

• Care services offered include day care, respite, dementia, palliative, 

end of life and long/short-term residential care 

• Day care services include hot meals & refreshments 

• Freshly prepared meals, including catering for special diets - 

Consistently received highest Food Hygiene rating of 5 star 

• Single occupancy rooms, passenger lift, two enclosed gardens, Wi-Fi, 

nurse call facilities, wheelchair friendly wet room and a hair salon 

• Residents enjoy engaging and stimulating activities 

• Top ratings by residents, family & friends and healthcare professionals 

• Social Services and self-funding residents welcome 

• Self-funding residents offered very competitive rates 

• Care package tailor-made to meet your requirements 

• No-obligation free trial day offered 

 

For further information or for a fact-finding visit, please contact the 

manager on 01953 860 956 or email manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 

Registered and licensed to provide services by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 
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LINDA’S CLEANING 
SERVICES  

Honest, reliable lady 

Over 10 years’ 
experience  

Seeks Domestic House 
Cleaning Work 

Call now for a quote  

01379 677766, 
07733033253 
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HAND-MADE WINDOWS 
DOORS, KITCHENS 
AND FURNITURE 

 

EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT 

JAMIE’S HAND MADE WOODWORK 

TELEPHONE JAMIE ON 

01953 860 933 

 

WHJ HOWE  
 

Builder  
Brick/flintwork specialist  

New builds and restoration 
Lime repointing/plastering 
Over 30 years’ experience  

 
07919991097  
01953 718219 
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Contributions for the October 2025 issue of New Buckenham Parish News 
should be submitted by 6pm on Sunday 21st September to Richard Hoggett, 9 
Church Street (860136), Katie Wyatt-Hupton, Orchard Cottage, Marsh Lane 

or by email to editor@newbucknews.co.uk. 

TO ADVERTISE: please contact Mary Dowson on 01953 860320 or mdowson@btinternet.com 

Dates For Your Diary 

The Village Hall Bookings Administrator is Stevie Hobley 

07469 715517 ~ bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk 

September 2025 

Sat 13th Coffeemates!, St Martin’s, 10:30am 

Thurs 18th Good Companions, Village Hall, 2:30pm 

Mon 22nd Peace Vigil, St Martin’s, 6-8pm 

mailto:editor@newbucknews.co.uk
mailto:mdowson@btinternet.com
mailto:bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk

